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About the speakers

Barry R. Posen is Ford International Professor of Political Science at MIT and director of the MIT Security
Studies Program. His most recent book is Restraint: A New Foundation for U.S. Grand Strategy. He also
wrote Inadvertent Escalation: Conventional War and Nuclear Risks, and The Sources of Military Doctrine. He
has been a fellow or visiting scholar at numerous places including, the Council on Foreign Relations,
Rockefeller Foundation International Affairs; Center for Strategic and International Studies, Woodrow

Wilson Center, and the John Sloan Dickey Center at Dartmouth College.

Francis J. Gavin is the first Frank Stanton Chair in Nuclear Security Policy studies and Professor of Politi-
cal Science at MIT. Before joining MIT, he was the Tom Slick Professor of International Affairs and the
director of the Robert S. Strauss Center for International Security and Law at the University of Texas.
From 2005 until 2010, he directed The American Assembly’s multiyear, national initiative, The Next
Generation Project: U.S. Global Policy and the Future of International Institutions. He is the author of
Gold, Dollars, and Power: The Politics of International Monetary Relations, 1958-1971 and Nuclear Statecraft:
History and Strategy in America’s Atomic Age.

Stephen M. Walt is the Robert and Renee Belfer Professor of International Affairs. He has been a resident
associate of the Carnegie Endowment for Peace and a guest scholar at the Brookings Institution. He
presently serves on the editorial boards of Foreign Policy, Security Studies, International Relations, and
Journal of Cold War Studies, and he also serves as co-editor of the Cornell Studies in Security Affairs,
published by Cornell University Press. He is author of The Origins of Alliances, Revolution and War,

Taming American Power: The Global Response to U.S. Primacy, and, with co-author J.J. Mearsheimer, The

Israel Lobby.
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