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establish a U.S. Africa Com-

mand as part of the U.S.
command structure is a mistake.
Creating an organization with
the express mission of bringing
stability to that sadly unstable
continent flies in the face of the
limits of state-building lessons

The Pentagon'’s proposal to

By Harvey Sapolsky, léft, 'a> professor
of political science, and Benjamin

INSIDE VIEW

No to Africa Command

U.S. Presence Would Irritate, Add Nothing to Security

most of Asia, and Central Com-
mand the Middie East and
northeast Africa. European
Command is in charge of the
rest of Africa, along with its
namesake continent.

AFRICOM, as the new com-
mand has been dubbed in Pen-
tagonese, will hive Africa off
from European and Central
Commands, except for Egypt,
which the latter will retain.

The Pentagon seems to have
four goals in creating AFRICOM.

M The command is to strength-
en governance. Military-to-mili-
tary relations and humanitarian

Modern terrorism
results principally from
an ideology, jihadism,
not civil war or disorder.

M 1t is said that the command
will close seams between the re-
gional commands that shared
the continent. All four justifica-
tions are confused.

No matter how well it inte-
grates itself with civilians, the
Pentagon cannot stabilize unruly
regions with military training

needs reconsideration.
Afghanistan, the nation that pro-
duced this hypothesis, allowed
al-Qaida to flourish because its
government, the Taliban, allied
with it, not because there was
no government.

Terrorists do hide in Pak-
istan’s lawless northwest, but
they do so with the acceptance
of tribal rulers. They also hide
in well-governed European and
Asian cities.

Modern terrorism results prin-
cipally from an ideology, ji-
hadism, not civil war or disor-
der. The notion that fighting ter-

troops are not needed on the
ground to keep the spigot open
in every energy-supplying region
of the world. Just consider Nige-
ria, where producers manage to
export oil despite a barely func-
tioning government.

The argument that we need
new military commands to close
seams between old ones is ab-
surd. There are seams under any
scheme. Isn’t North Africa more
tied to Europe than sub-Saharan
Africa, making the Mediter-
ranean a seam under the pro-
posed plan? But the best way to
avoid seams between military
commands in Africa is to not
have them there in the first
place.

Africans Must Bring Stability
Stability in Africa is ultimately
the Africans’ problem. Ameri-

Friedman, a doctoral candidate in projects overseen by civilians and a few humanitarian mis- rorism requires eliminating cans owe them only our good-
political science at the Massachusetts  from the State Department and sions. The problems that pre- these problems, which have will and friendship. A military
Institute of Technology. USAID will heighten stability, it vent successful government in plagued civilization since its in- presence only smacks of colo-
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that the occupations of to have a strong presence from political fractures in societies. lution far more costly than the know. The antipathy it creates
Afghanistan and Iraq teach. nonmilitary government agen- Building a few wells and roads  problem it is meant to solve. will undermine Africa Com-

The United States has no true cies, and a civilian will be sec- and improving the professional- mand’s mission.
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